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PLANS TO DRAIN BOTTOM LANDS
ACCEPTED BY LEVEE COMMISSIONERS

Plans to drain 25,000 acres of the Ameri-
ean Bottoms Ir ths vicinlty of East St
Louls, formulated by City Englnecr Helm
of East 8t. Louis, were adopted by the
members of tEs*Nrainage and Leves Com-
missioners of District No. 1, which com-
prisea all that territory routh of the Baltl-
mors and Ohio Raliroad snd north of
Prairle du Pont, lying between the river
and the bluffs, The Commissioners are
AMessrs. Goedde of East 8t. Louls ad Etlen-
ne and Cookson of Centerville Btation.
The estimated cost of the drainage of this
district is placed at 3150000 for the ditches
and an additional cost of §110,000 for levees,

r & total of $260,000.

Tha plans submitted by Mr. Helm con-
template the construction of a maln ditch
extending from the Baltimore and Ohlo
Raflroand flood gates uthward through
the district to Prairle 3u Pont Creek and
meu the decpcnlnl and widening of this

and connecting it direct wjth the
Hlmuippi River just south of Cahokia.
Also & gystem of Interal ditches conneet-
ing all the lakes with the main ditch, and
niso all branches coming out of the hiuffs,
He aiso contemplates closing all opening=
in the Baltimors and Oblo Rallroad. |n-
cluging the fiood ten, and the raleing
and widening of ths Conologue Levee
.along the river and of the Prairle du Pant
Levea along the south end of the district.
Mr. Helm cilalms that if this is done all

S Cane Sl e e

PLAN OF THE PROPOSHED LEVEHR AND DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT,
Drawn by City Enginesr E. G. Helm of Eanst St. Louls, showing ditches to be dug to
drain the American Bottoms In the vicinity of East 5t. Louls.

the lakes In St. Clair County will be per-
fectly drained at all times, and with the
levees Improved. as contemplated, the en-
tr= district of about 35,000 acres will be
safe against any high water, and that If
this 1s done it will not be necezssary for
the clty orf East Bt Louis to copstruct
any levees nlong the Illinols Central Rall-
road, as was contemplated, and it will
ouly hnu- to take care of the river frunt
north of the Conologue.

The estimiated cost of this improvement
Is §1E,000 for the ditches and 10,000 far
the lavees, or o total of $280,000. [n view of
being relieved of the necessity of con-
rtmrt!a: the Illinol= Central levee, it is
exrﬂ that the city of East St. Louls

1 contribute tow the construction -:r
thesa laveca.

Mr. Helm, says that there is mu<h prﬁ-
liminary work to be done, and that this
will take the best part of thls year. The
Commissioners hope to have the work
started before the snd of the yeur.

The question of draining ths East Slde
has been dne uppermost In the minds of
the men who have big Interestz there.
Considerable money was t len years
ago In an efort to drain Pittsburg Lake.

wilcth now s well within the city limits
or Bast 8t. Louls, This work, according
to Mr, Helm and several other enginesrs,
was not extensive enough, and so woa of
but little avail

With the extonsive stem of ditches
Ph\nmd by Mr. Helm, he says that the
ake and all of the other lakas which are
not “only troublesome, but which take up
s0 many thousands of useful ncres, can
be turned to good advantage.

HAPPENINGS IN ILLINOIS CITIES AND TOWNS

THIS MARRIAGE A SERIOUS JOKE.

Jodge Denles Diverce (o0 Woman
Who Th: nthi Ceremony Mockery.
For the second time Clroult Judge R.

D. W. Holder of Belleville yesterday re-

fused a divorce to Mrs. Jeasls Carson (nse

Vogt) of East St Louls. She wanied =

divorce from Roscoe Vogt, The couple

were martied several months ago In East

Biiml{gu.lsuthomultnfa uh :
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Eiven, bot this also falled

the ?nmm of the

should constitute for a divorce.
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m qn unugolrn and on én.
n for a separation.
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meone elsa, can untl e In freed
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GRADUATES RECEIVE DIPLOMAS.

All Except Fred Finke, Whe Was
Barred for Practical Joke.
The gridustes of the High School held
thelr commencement exercises at Llsder-
kranz Hall last evening. The salutatory

was delivered Grace Spernicer,

2 ':-m}a'c ym.‘h’b’alf and the rm'ri

who

member of the olass. Miss Hul mfu‘.l:a
1 a flute solo, and Misa Amella
Plegge & piano solo. An was de-
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and Messrs. Elmer Noedles, jdent of
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CLUB 70 EMPLOY A PHYSIUIAN.
Miners Seek to Retain Doctor at Stip-

lated Fee—None Willing.
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Suse, A cordial we

A committee of Belleville miners, who
c'alm to represent 300 of thelir fellows, and
who have a petition signed by that many
names, sre looking for a physician and

accidentally shot In the shoulder at Hop
Hollow yesterday wijh a cat rifla, which
wis discharged by Robert Wingert. Both
young people wrra members .of a private
pu:nlc &nrly and the riffe was discharged
while ingert and several other young
men were Smrlnz with It. The bullet
struck t'hs ulder blade and the wound
in not serfous, Miss Schmidt wus taken
to the home of her nts, Mr. and Mrs,
George Schmldt in North Alton, where she
recelved modical attention.
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TCWN BOARD RESCINDS ITS ACTION.

Decides Not.to Sue Callectors for Ex-
cess Money ns It ‘Threatened.
The Town Board of Alton Towmhlp yes-
terdny voled to rescind its mction in re-
gard to miing several of the Township
Collectors for all money In excess of $1.500
which had been recetved by them as com-

mistions on collections’

Several weeks ago the board decided to
mue the (‘ol!ecton and thelr bondsmen, and
made & demuand upon them for the farious
sums In excess of the §1, which the
board clalmed was the limit in salary that
could be given such o!l'lelalu. All the Col-
lectors as well n thex dsmen, who
were thus lared that they

would fight the uu!'t. In some lmuncu
amount demanded was nearly §1000,

Catches 122-Pound Catfish,
David Campbell of Grafton, TiL, came to
Alten yesterday with o Fulton catflsh
which welghed 122 pounda. Campbell
caught the fish at Grafton on Woednesday.

He took it out ul tjn wltu-'l enough
to welght 1t,
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